Ridesharing 


office trains 
casino staffs 


The Office of Ridesharing conducted a 
series of training seminars for rideshar- 
ing coordinators from three major 
casinos at Resorts International in Atlan- 
tic City this month. 

The Office of Ridesharing is providing 
assistance to Resorts International, Park 
Place and Boardwalk Regency in their 
joint effort to reduce traffic congestion in 
Atlantic City. Casino representatives are 
hoping to involve virtually all of their 
employees in the effort, which will also 
provide casino employees with a more 
energy efficient and less costly way to 
get to work than the private auto. 

Following the initial training session, 
the new coordinators will hold rideshar- 
ing seminars for their co-workers and 
distribute questionnaires in both 
Spanish and English. The completed 
forms will be run through the computer 
matching service offered by the Depart- 
ment to put together employee carpools. 

It is anticipated that the computer 
match will be completed by the end of 
October. 

Similar sessions are being planned for 
other casinos in Atlantic City later this 
fall. 


Walton wins 
bus rodeo 


Daniel Walton, of Orange, was the 
winner in NJ TRANSIT’s First Annual Bus 
Roadeo held in Jersey City’s Roosevelt 
Stadium on Saturday, September 6. 
Walton, representing Transport of New 
Jersey's Orange Garage, received a 
$300 cash award, a trophy and an ex- 
pense-paid trip for two to the national 
finals in San Diego later this fall. 

Deborah Jan Rowe, of Chatham, won 
the $200 second prize. She represented 
Kent Bus Company, of Berkeley Heights. 
Third place and $100 was awarded to 
Owen McConnay, of Maplewood, repre- 
senting Transport of New Jersey’s Hilton 
Garage in Maplewood. 


DOT gives 


highway access 


workshop 


The Department co-sponsored a spe- 
cial workshop on the state’s policies on 
permits for highway access on Septem- 
ber 23 in Forsgate Country Club, 
Jamesburg, with the Department of La- 
bor and Industry and the Alliance for 
Action. 

The purpose of the all-day workshop 
was to acquaint the business-industrial 
community, builders and developers 
with the impact of the state’s highway 
access permits system and proposed 
revisions to it. 

A panel discussion by the Department 
was moderated by Melvin R. Lehr, Direc- 
tor of Planning and Research. Panelists 
were L. James Wiedmann, Bureau of 
Surface Design; Dorothy Andres, Super- 
visor of Highway Permits, and Kenneth 
L. Kyte, Bureau of Regional Analysis. 

Among the other co-sponsors of the 
workshop are the New Jersey State 
Chamber of Commerce, New Jersey 
Business and Industry Association, New 
Jersey Association of Realtors, Building 
Contractors Association of New Jersey, 
Municipal Consulting Engineers Council 
of New Jersey, North Jersey Chapter of 
the National Association of Industrial 
and Office Parks and the New Jersey 
Society of Municipal Engineers. 

Luncheon speakers were Com- 
missioner Louis J. Gambaccini, Jeffrey 
Horn, Business Advocacy Specialist for 
the Department of Labor and Industry, 
and John R. Mullen, Vice Presi- 
dent/Corporate Relations for Johnson & 
Johnson, who is chairman of the Alliance 
for Action. 

The conference was opened by 
Herman Simonse, president of the North 

Jersey Chapter of the National Associa- 
tion of Industrial and Office Parks and 
vice president of Belle Mead Develop- 
ment Company. He is chairman of the 
Alliance's Highway Access Permits 
Committee. 
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New map 


The 1980-81 official New Jersey 
Transportation Map and Guide is due to 
arrive this month. 

The Bureau of Publications will dis- 
tribute the map to DOTers through their 
Department managers. 

Requests from outside the Depart- 
ment will be handled via postcards ad- 
dressed to NJ MAP, 1035 Parkway Ave- 
nue, Box 101, Trenton, NJ 08625. 
Number requested, name, address and 
telephone number of requesting or- 
ganization or individual must be in- 
cluded. 
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TSM approach hits 
Station's problems 


The Princeton Junction rail station is 
the Department's second transportation 
systems managment (TSM) rail station 
site. Metropark in Iselin was the first. 

Under DOT's leadership, represent- 
atives of local industries, a half dozen 
municipalities, two counties, a regional 
planning agency and a parking authority 
formed a steering committee in June. 
Solutions to the main problems—traffic 
congestion and inadequate parking— 
must be found which are sensitive to the 
short and long range transportation 
plans of all parties, individually and as a 
region. 

TSM is the technique which makes the 
most efficient use of existing highway 
and transit systems its goal. It generally 
employs a wide range of strategies re- 
quiring low-capital investments which 
can be ready-to-go in a short time. 

Participating in the Princeton Junction 
TSM project are representatives of East 
and West Windsor, Princeton and 
Plainsboro Townships, Princeton 
Borough, Mercer and Middlesex Coun- 
ties, the Mercer, Somerset, Middlesex 
planning group, the West Windsor Park- 


Asphalt recycling 
called highly successful 


DOT's Route 1 asphalt recycling 
project completed in 1979 has been 
termed highly successful, with signifi- 
cant savings in much-needed highway 
maintenance funds and benefits in 
energy conservation and reduction of air 
and ground pollution. 

Instead of discarding 23 miles of de- 
teriorated pavement, DOT reused it on 
U.S. Route 130. The old asphalt was 
milled or planed off of Route 1, hauled to 
an asphalt plant where it was mixed with 
fresh stone and asphalt and used again 
to repave inside and outside shoulders 
of a 16-mile stretch of Route 130. The 
finished product was a hot mix asphalt 
shoulder mixture. 

“If milling was compared to placement 
of conventional leveling course methods 
on Route 1, the savings for the entire 
project would have amounted to 20.7 
billion British Thermal Units (BTU) or 
165,000 gallons of gasoline,” reports 
Kenneth C. Afferton, Chief of DOT's Bu- 
reau of Transportation Structures Re- 
search. 

“Approximately 14,000 tons of milled 
material from Route 1 was extended to 
27,000 tons through recycling and was 


Almost ready 


This new DOT maintenance facility is soon-to-be opened on Voebel Road, off Route 
130 in Washington Township. The 10,000 square foot, 12-bay building will house 
three maintenance, construction and landscape crews which were formerly located 
in the Robbinsville Yard, Route 130 and the Hightstown Yard, Route 33. It will provide 
the best in modern facilities, including accomodation for the handicapped. 


used on Route 130,” says Afferton. “In 
conservation of material resources, the 
combined savings were 2,900 tons of 
asphalt, or 712,000 gallons of gasoline 
and 55,700 tons of stone aggregates.” 

This type of project, according to 
NJDOT officials, permitted the recovery 
of all of the asphalt and stone from Route 
1 and produced a substantial saving 
because the cost of the asphalt cement- 
ing material has risen dramatically. 
Bituminous concrete contains from 4 1/2 
to 7 percent asphalt, a product of the 
crude oil distillation process, so a high 
percentage of fuel also was conserved 
by recycling. 

The project was environmentally sig- 
nificant because the entire removal and 
recycling process is smoke-free and 
does not pollute the atmosphere. It also 
is difficult to dispose of old road material 
due to the shortage of landfill. 

The Department, according to Af- 
ferton, is recommending that the recycl- 
ing program be continued on other 
maintenance and construction projects 
because of the success of the Routes 
1-130 project. 

(continued on page 2) 


ing Authority, NJ TRANSIT, and NJDOT. 
Among the local large employers with 
members on the committee are RCA, 
McGraw Hill, Forrestal Center and FMC. 

According to DOT's Bob Miller, who 
managed the Metropark TSM project 
and is now supervising the Princeton 
Junction work, it takes about four 
months to analyze data and develop rec- 
ommendations and another two months 
to refine them into realistic immediate, 
short and long term programs. 

Examples of strategies which are 
being considered for the relief of the 
Princeton Junction station area prob- 
lems are a fixed route bus system coor- 
dinated with corridor commuter trains, 
improved signals and channelizations, 
ride sharing including van and carpools, 
bike racks and lockers, “kiss-and-ride” 
access. 

Many bureaus and sections in the De- 
partment are called upon for their ex- 
pertise in TSM projects. In this project, 
the Bureaus of Regional Analysis, Data 
Resources, Travel Projections, Graphics 
and Traffic Engineering, the Construc- 
tion Division and the Offices of Ride 
Sharing and Joint Development and Ur- 
ban Initiatives will, or have already, taken 
part. 

The Princeton Junction Station, along 
with the Trenton Station, is also the sub- 
ject of a Joint Development/Urban In- 
itiative study by the Department. Joint 
Development is a method of integrating 
multiple land uses wherever feasible, 
recognizing transportation’s key develp- 
ment role. The Urban Mass Transporta- 
tion's (UMTA) Urban Initiatives program 
is a part of alarger Carter Administration 
package designed to promote partner- 
ship between the public and private sec- 
tors. Princeton Junction has been 
targeted as one of New Jersey’s key 
JD/UI sites. DOT’s “first” in this area will 
be reported in next month’s Transporter. 


Christine N. Rapking 


Rapking named 
to DOT staff 


Commissioner Louis J. Gambaccini 
announced the appointment of Christine 
N. Rapking to his staff. Ms. Rapking will 
work on those special projects which 
require the cooperation of many Depart- 
ment managers. 

The new specialist brings to the De- 
partment experience from a variety of 
public positions including assistant busi- 
ness administrator of Trenton and ad- 
ministrator of West Windsor Township. 
She most recently completed an in- 
tergovernmental personnel assignment 
with the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development in Washington, D.C. 

Ms. Rapking holds a Master’s degree 
in Governmental Administration from 
the Fels Institute of Local and State Gov- 
ernment, Wharton Graduate Division, 
University of Pennsylvania. 
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DOT's Clark Yard, Garden State 


Parkway, with 
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“memorial garden.” 


Annual reports 
past and present 


DOT's 1979 Annual Report was pub- 
lished this summer. It is an earth-toned 
volume entitled transportation in transi- 
tion, which highlights that year’s events 
for the citizens of New Jersey. (Copies 
are available from the Bureau of Publica- 
tions, Room 156, 1035 Parkway Avenue, 
Trenton, 08625.) 

The Department's annual reports, 
those yearbooks of this organization’s 
accomplishments, have been produced 
in a wide variety of styles since the First 
Annual Report of the Commissioner of 
Public Roads in 1895. That original 
booklet, printed by a company still in 
business in Trenton, contains letters 
from farmers and reports of road build- 
ing from several counties. 

After that volume, the state’s road/ 
highway/transportation reports range 
from those handsomely printed and 
photographed on expensive paper to 
ones hastily compiled and cheaply re- 
produced—all artifacts of their times. 

Edward Burrough, the first Com- 
missioner of Public Roads, came to that 
post from being President of the State 
Board of Agriculture. While most of the 
Department's annual reports stated a 
need for increased state appropriations, 
few achieved the level of romantic, 
poetic imagery (sometimes muddled) 
evident in Burrough’s first document. 


Consider his appeal (still timely) for more 
funds 


Increased Appropriations Desired. 


The continued demand for permanently im- 
proved roads calls for an increase in the State 
appropriation, which | feel justified in asking 


Recycling 
(continued from page 1) 


The Route 1 work extended from In- 
terstate Route 295 in Lawrence Town- 
ship through West and East Windsor 
Townships, Cranbury Township, 
Plainsboro and South Brunswick to the 
Route 1-130 circle in North Brunswick. 
The recycled asphalt was used on the 
shoulders of Route 130 from Route 1 in 
North Brunswick to Hickory Corner Road 
in East Windsor Township. 

Seventy percent of the cost of the 
Route 1 project was federally funded and 
the state provided 30 percent. As a Fed- 
eral Highway Administration (FHWA) ap- 
proved demonstration program, the 
Government also awarded an additional 
$80,000 toward the cost of the project. 
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for, believing in common with our State 
Comptrollers and Treasurers that the money 
expended on our public roads by the State 
brings the best return to the people direct, of 
any money appropriated from the State treas- 
ury, and the enjoyment and benefits arising 
therefrom are accessible to all citizens; we are 
buying the greatest amount of comfort and 
permanent good with the money thus ex- 
pended 

The advantages to be derived from our 
system of permanently improved roads is so 
fittingly set forth by Prof. Pendergast, in an 
address before the Minnesota Good Roads 
Convention, that | quote his closing sentence: 

“Would not model roads be of greater bene- 
fit than our tobacco, liquor, tea, circus and 
other show moneys bring? Would they not 
more than balance the good times we have 
hauling our produce through miles of mud, at 
such fearful cost, in extra labor, repairs, 
horses, oats; in wear and tear of conscience 
and damages to character? 

‘It is certain that bad roads make weak, 
struggling churches and poor, ill-attended, 
lifeless schools. They necessitate a life of 
seclusion which walls the path of social 
progress 

“To sum up, a perfect highway is a thing of 
beauty and a joy forever. It blesses every 
home by which it passes. It brings into pleas- 
ant communion people who otherwise would 
have remained at a perpetual distance. It 
awakens emulation, cements friendships, and 
adds new charm to social life. It makes the 
region it traverses more attractive, the resi- 
dences more delightful; it stimulates a spirit of 
general improvement. Fields begin to look 
tidier, shabby fences disappear, gardens 
show fewer weeds, lawns are better kept, the 
houses seem cosier, trees are planted along 
its borders, birds fill the air with music, the 
world seems brighter, the atmosphere purer. 
The country is awake, patriotism revives, 
philanthropy blossoms as selfishness fades 
and slinks from view 

The school-house and the church feel the 
magic influence-the wand of progress has 
touched even them; the old are young again, 
the young see something new to live for, and 
to all life seems worth the living. The daily mail 
reaches each home. The rural cosmopolitan 
‘feels the daily pulse of the world.’ Wheelmen 
are no longer confined to the cities. Bicycles, 
now within the reach of all, are no strangers 
among farmers. The golden days of which the 
poets long have sung are upon us. The 
dreams of the past are coming true. Nothing 
can thwart the will of fate. Put your ear to the 
ground even now and you will hear the foot- 
falls of the ‘good time coming.’ ” 


Jogging safety 


This fall, with cooler weather in the 
forecast, the number of those “fast mov- 
ing pedestrians,” joggers, will be on the 
increase everywhere—sometimes when 
least expected. 

It is a frightening feeling when a car 
and jogger experience a near accident. 
The encounter usually results in the 
driver coming out ahead. Joggers havea 
right to their space on the road as do 
drivers and bicyclists. 

Runners can help by recognizing sev- 
eral important safety tips: 
¢ Face the traffic running. After all, eye- 

ball-to-eyeball exchange makes for 

better communication on each other's 
movements. 

¢ Wear light colored clothing for higher 
visibility. 

* Be aware of things around you. A tired 
jogger is no longer alert. 

Remember, safety is no accident. 
(With a bow to Allan Bass, Mddlesex 
County Traffic Safety Bureau.) 
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TOP ROW: Robbinsville Yard assistant foreman Hugh Callahan stands near a plaque 
commerorating a former colleague; Four Mile Yard foreman Art Parks stands before 
a building constructed by a crew years ago; BOTTOM ROW: Mechanic Jim Lewis 
works on a snow plow to be used this winter in Region III; sharing the Clark Yard 
these past five years has been Ken Crosley (right), resident engineer for the High 
Occupancy Vehicle project on the Garden State Parkway. With Crosley is senior 


highway engineer Tony Rusin. 


Crews key to 
region's roadways 


Their foremen’s home phone numbers 
are listed on every police desk in their 
counties. Their rate of absenteeism is 
lowest and job performance highest in 
times of state or local emergencies. They 
have a wide variety of practical skills 
usually beyond their job descriptions. 
And they are people who care about 
each other. 

This is the picture of the 500-member 
Region Ill maintenance crews which 
emerged from a daylong tour at the end 
of the summer. Region IIl’s northernmost 
maintenance yard is in Clark, off the 
southbound land of the Garden State 
Parkway. The region stretches south into 
the Pinelands of Ocean and Monmouth 
County. 

Andy Kraemer, who has been with the 
Department for 28 years and knows 
most of the people who make up the 41 
crews who take care of state roadway 
between the right of way lines, was the 
“guide”. Andy pointed out snow plows 
which were being repaired in August at 
the same time grass cutting, litter re- 
moval and repair schedules were being 
met. 

DOT maintenance crews typically av- 
erage a dozen men who live within a 20- 
mile radius of their yard. That the crews 
can be personally as well as geographi- 
cally close was in evidence in a very 
visible way in three of the yards visited. 

In the Clark Yard, for example, the 
DOT facility includes huge buildings for 
equipment and temporary trailers for the 
personnel overseeing the final stages of 
the construction of the High Occupancy 
Vehicle lane project. But set in one cor- 
ner of the property, is a formal “memori- 


Andrew Kraemer, Region I/II (Howell) project engineer, chats with Bernard Kozlak, 
foreman, Garden State Parkway Yard, Clark. 


al garden” complete with center flagpole 
and decorative Belgian block walls 
within which are set plaques com- 
memorating two former crew workers. 
One is to Joseph Lestuck, a 20-year-old 
who died in an accident. There is anoth- 
er plaque to Stanley Coon, a retired 
foreman. 

In the Robbinsville yard, off Route 130 
(which will shortly be relocated into the 
brand new facility in Washington Town- 
ship), a granite stone with a memorial 
plaque recalls Donald Anderson, an area 
supervisor who died of a heart attack. 
Anderson was the beloved friend and 
co-worker of many in the Department 
who can trace their career back to a stint 
in bridge work. A truck driver, Donald 
Johnson, donated the stone, planted and 
maintains the shrubs around it. 

At the Four Mile Yard in New Libson, 
another sign of crew self-reliance 
stands. Before the upgrading of main- 
tenance facilities began 22 years ago, 
Department crews not uncommonly built 
their own sheds, workshops and eating 
areas, recycling old signs and materials 
and debris from their roadways. In a 
picture above, except for an obviously 
needed paint job, the Four Mile building 
that Art Parks stands in front of is one 
such professionally constructed ediface. 

The satisfaction of working in a DOT 
maintenance crew, not unlike a family, 
seems to rely heavily on how well each 
member does his job and respects the 
others. There were no DOT bowling 
leagues or softball teams active among 
the employees in Region III maintenace 
yards, but there were definite signs of 
caring. 
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Pensions are 
taxed, too 


A retiree recently asked Employee 
Services if he ever needed to pay taxes 
to the U.S. Internal Revenue Service. 
Upon checking, it was found that he 
owes over four years in back taxes! 

Like this person, newly retired DOTers 
sometimes forget that after a certain 
amount, pension income is taxable. 

The employee’s total contribution to 
the pension fund is the figure that is used 
as the basis for determining the taxable 
dollars. Three months after receiving the 
first pension check, the retiree will re- 
ceive a “statement of account” from the 
Division of Pensions which will stipulate 
the amount of dollars he or she con- 
tributed. It becomes the retiree’s respon- 
sibility to keep track of the pension 
checks he or she receives. The tax liabil- 
ity begins when the total pension checks 
received exceeds the total amount con- 
tributed to the fund. 


The statement of account plus the 
WP-2 form which is mailed to the retiree 
each year showing the total pension paid 
during the preceding year are the two 
documents which are the basis of the 
preparation of the retiree’s annual feder- 
al income tax forms. The arithmetic is 
easy. For example: 


Pension checks 


received $4,800 
(WP-2 form) 
minus Total contributions 3,100 
(statement of account) 
Taxable $1,700 


Social security checks are tax free. 

The Department advises retired em- 
ployees to check with the Internal Reven- 
ue Services if any further questions re- 
main on this subject. 


After all, Employee Services staff em- 
ployees are not tax experts. Failure to file 
an income tax return can mean a fine 
with interest on the unpaid tax amount. 


For questions on matters not best han- 
dled by the nearest IRS office, call Ste- 
phen Niatis, 609-292-6647 or 292-6519. 


RECENT 


Arthur Royson, project engineer, Traffic 
(Construction/Maintenance) 42; Edwin 
Jones, chief, Bureau of Special Engi- 
neering (Design) 32; Frank H. Schroer, 
equipment operator (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance) 32; Nicholas 
Melchoine, senior highway inspector 
(Construction/Maintenance) 31; Walter 
J. Barrington, principal field investigator 
(T.0.L.A.) 29; Bernard E. Daly, chief 
bridge operator 2 (T.O.L.A.) 29; Paul E. 
Sprague, bridge foreman (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance) 29; Stanley 
Swiniuchowski, auto trimmer (Con- 
struction/Maintenance) 28; Irvin 
Tredway, highway marker (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance) 27; John F. Hoffman, 


maintenance man | (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance) 27; Everett M. 
Tomlin, truck driver (Construc- 


tion/Maintenance) 26; Mary P. Gordon, 
engineering aide | (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance) 26; George F. Right- 
mire, principal safety inspector (Per- 
sonnel Services) 25; Louis Impens, in- 
vestigative motor carrier (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance) 25; Joseph M. 
Hrehowsik, chief bridge operator Il 
(T.0.L.A.) 25; Steven T. Krawiec, ma- 
chinist (Construction/Maintenance) 22; 

Also Vernon L. Yeomans, highway 
inspector (Construction/Maintenance) 
19: John J. Cataldo, engineering aide | 
(Construction/Maintenance) 19; Bernice 
Gartner, principal clerk (Legal Services) 
18: Walter W. Nelson, maintenance 
worker (Construction/Maintenance) 18; 
Alessandro B. Danesi, truck driver 
(Construction/Maintenance) 16; Harvey 
D. Bennette, bridge operator | (T.O.L.A.) 
15; Stephen R. Shuster, Jr., truck driver 
(Construction/Maintenance) 15; Man- 
fred Manrodt, chief investigation trans- 
portation (Investigative Services) 13; 


For doing their jobs with extra zeal, 
DOTers from the Commissioner on 
down drew favorable notices recently: 

Commissioner Louis J. Gambaccini 
was among the 17 winners of the Na- 
tional Governors Association's dis- 
tinguished service awards named at the 
Annual Governor's Conference in Den- 
ver in August. 

Gambaccini was cited for developing a 
new statewide master plan for transpor- 
tation and for his work in assuring the 
passage of legislation giving the state 
authority to take over unprofitable bus 
lines and operate route service. 
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Lawrence Moody, a Division of Aero- 
nautics supervisor, was commended by 
a Fair Lawn company of its cooperation 


Changing 
of the guard 


Manfred P. Manrodt, former Chief In- 
vestigator and his wife Josette, were 
photographed with Edna and Martin D. 
Potash, Sr.; he is the new Chief. The 
photo was taken by Joan Hartman of the 
Office of Investigations at the retirement 
dinner honoring Manrodt. 


and quick processing of a_ special 
helistop license. The company’s visitors 
from Saudi Arabia were said to be im- 
pressed, too. “They are used to govern- 
ment agencies taking weeks to grant 
permission for anything designated ‘spe- 
cial,’ “* according to one report. 
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RETIREES 


Michael Manzo, maintenance worker | 
(Construction/Maintenance) 13; Samuel 
F. Russo, electrical mechanic | 
(T.0.L.A.) 11; Ann V. Toft, senior clerk 
typist (Construction/Maintenance) 10; 

And: Anton J. Davidson, bridge oper- 
ator Il (T.0.L.A.) 9; Clovis V. Ghee, auto 
mechanic (Construction/Maintenance) 
6; Anthony J. Peidl, bridge operator || 
(T.0.L.A.) 6; Stephen A. Scirdinsky, 
mechanic’s helper (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance) 6. 
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Electrically speaking 


Albert E. Dabal, assistant foreman in 
Region II's Lodi Maintenance Yard, re- 
ported the location of over 4,000 feet of 
aluminum bridge railing and security 
hardware which had been removed from 
overpasses on interstate highways in the 
northern part of the state, to DOT’s Of- 
fice of Investigative Services. The railing 
was valued at over $10,000. 

Because of Dabal’s alertness, the 
State Police, Garfield and Clifton Police 
Departments and the OIS combined to 
bring the two suspects before the courts. 
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The Office of Public Affairs is used to 
receiving requests for state maps and 
complimentary maps from other states. 
In the “one-of-a-kind” category, how- 
ever, was a recent missive—a well-worn 
1960 New Jersey map with a note at- 
tached that said it was a “good idea.” 
“We have found it very useful when in the 
U.S.A., but it is now out-of-date,” writes 
Dr. A. Edwin Harper, Jr., of Allanhabad, 
India. 


Frank Parysek, Region III, Construc- 
tion, Keeps busy in a creative way during 
his lunch hours. Parysek does pencil and 
crayon sketches of nearby |-195 con- 


struction site. In his other leisure time, he 
likes to copy favorite pictures. 
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New director 


Governor Brendan Byrne announced 
the appointment of Energy Com- 
missioner Joel R. Jacobson to the Board 
of Directors of NJ TRANSIT. He replaces 
Betty Wilson, former Deputy Com- 
missioner of Environmental Protection 
who has accepted a federal post 

Prior to his appointment as Com- 
missioner of Energy, Jacobson was 
President of the Board of Public Utilities 
and served on several state boards and 
commissions. Jacobson was Director of 
Community Affairs for the United Auto- 
mobile Workers and President of the 
N.J. Industrial Union Council of the AFL- 
ClO. 

Jacobson and his wife, Lucie, live in 
South Orange with their two children. 


New address 


NJ TRANSIT’s new address is: 
McCarter Highway and Market Street 
P.O. Box 10009 

Newark, NJ 07101 


Commissioner Louis J. Gambaccini (fourth from the left) presents Ray Griffis with a 
trophy commemorating the championship captured by DOT’s softball team in the 
Ewing Township Industrial League. Pictured with them are FRONT ROW: Ed Skwara, 
Joe Serenelli, Joe Szaleckim, Dennis Keck and Charlie Davis; BACK ROW: Joe 
O’Brien, Glen Schoen, Paul Gurland and Howard Immordino. 


DOTers sweep Ewing Honors 


by Randy Linthurst 


The DOT softball team won three 
straight games to gain the Ewing Town- 
ship Industrial League playoff cham- 
pionship this season. The club, managed 
by Steve Warren and Tom Wospil, fin- 


Transporter's “roving photographer” dropped in at the Electrical Shop at Fernwood 
and found Leon Kuliczkowski, technician, and Stephen S. Haight (seated), foreman 
using some of the latest diagnostic tools in trouble-shooting problems found in a 


traffic signal control device. 


ished second in the 13-team slow pitch 
league during the regular season, win- 
ning 19 and losing five. 

DOT won the playoff trophy with a 12-9 
win over Shop-Rite and 11-3 and 5-1 
triumphs over Cadet Motors. 

Lefty Joe O’Brien was the ace of the 
mound staff with a 13-3 record. Joe 
Szalecki also sparkled, winning nine and 
losing only two. 

The DOT batsmen hit for some high 
averages during the campaign. Charlie 
Davis batted .600, Wospil .532, Glen 
Shoen .512, Paul Gurland .478, O’Brien 
.469, Warren .454, Howard Immordino 
.452, Ray Griffis .441, Jeff Hewittson 
.405, Szalecki .324 and Dennis Keck 
eSilee 

Wospil was the club’s pacesetter in 
hits with 49, triples with 5, home runs 
with 8, and runs-batted-in with 48. 
Gurland was the leader in doubles with 
16 and in runs with 48. 

The DOT team won the league cham- 
pionship in 1979, but lost in the playoffs. 
Ed Skwara (Design) is the team sponsor. 


Program planners: 


The Department of Transportation’s 
Speakers Bureau is ready with its new 
slide presentation, “Where are we 
going?” 

For more information, please contact 
Deborah Wathen-Finn, NJDOT, 1035 
Parkway Avenue, Box 101, Trenton, NJ 
08625. 
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(In a recent article, the Transporter 
asked employees who are “professional” 
musicians in their spare time, to contact 
us. The response was overwhelming. 
From maintenance yard to Fernwood, 
right of way to retiree, employees wrote 
and called, many hoping that the DOT 
was going to form a band. For most, 
playing music provides a pleasurable 
way of making extra money. But for a 
few, it symbolizes magical goals or im- 
possible dreams. Some personal ac- 
counts follow.) 


Angelo Pershelli, Supervisor in Cen- 
tral Warehouse, fell in love with Dix- 
ieland jazz as a child and the love affair 
has not diminished in 50 years. In 1929 
at the age of 15, he began playing sax- 
ophone with a neighborhood group. Ina 
few years the group was playing Prince- 
ton University and dance dates using a 
borrowed fish truck as transportation. 


During the Depression years, Pershelli 
eked out a living playing with local 
groups until he landed a job with the 
“Rose Room Swing Band” which toured 
college campuses. His “big break” came 
when Bunny Berigan, the ex-Tommy 
Dorsey trumpet player, asked him to join 


Bob and Debbie Smith 


his band for a nationwide tour. But Per- 
shelli had just been married and reluc- 
tantly refused the offer. 


With the start of World War Il, Pershelli 
enlisted in the Navy and soon was 
playing with a dance band at the famous 
St. Patrick's Serviceman’s Club in New 
York. During his “extended en- 
gagement” with Uncle Sam, Pershelli ac- 
companied Frank Sinatra and other big 
names and entertained Queen 
Whilhelmina of the Netherlands. 


In the postwar years, Pershelli and his 
brother opened a Trenton tavern, the 
Paddock, which became a mecca for 
Dixieland buffs. He formed the “Capital 
City Five” which lasted until the ‘60s and 
now plays New York and New Jersey 
club dates with Hy Frank and his “Jazz 
Ambassadors.” 


Besides Pershelli, other DOTers are 
making music. 

Debbie Smith (Auditing and Account- 
ing) who plays the bass, likes the “big 


Les Martin 


Angelo Pershelli, second from left, and his group join in a 3 a.m. “jam session” at 
Nick’s in Greenwich Village 20 years ago. 


band” sound. Six years ago she joined 
“The Lamplighters,” a 16-piece or- 
chestra which keeps the big band era 
alive by playing the tunes of Glen Miller, 
Tommy Dorsey and the other “greats” of 
the '30s and ‘40s. She later married 
Lamplighter band leader Bob Smith, a 
12 year veteran of DOT’s Mail Room who 
resigned a few years ago to manage a 
music store. Michael McGuire, an Engi- 


neering Aide | (Region Ill-Materials), 
plays trombone with the group. 
Former project engineer Irving 


Rubinstein (Construction) reports that 
his retirement is livelier since joining a 
band called “The Establishment.” He 
plays the bass with the group that is big 
on the North Jersey wedding and bar 
mitzvah circuit. 

Another bass player is Frank Herrara, 
principal traffic investigator (Traffic En- 
gineering). In addition to playing jazz at 
local clubs, he serves as secretary of the 


Ge 


Michael Law 


Trenton Musicians Association, Local 
62. 

Guitar players abound in DOT. Les 
Martin, principal engineer (Planning), 
plays guitar, sings and composes. While 
only 19 years old, he was “discovered” 
by a recording company associate of 
Dick Clark’s who promised to make him 
a star. Uncle Sam had other ideas, how- 
ever. Martin’s draft notice and subse- 
quent posting in Germany dashed hopes 
of a recording career. Martin now plays 
in local clubs and spends his spare mo- 
ments composing, hoping that lightning 
will strike twice. 

Andy Fekete, supervising environ- 
mental specialist, plays the guitar and is 
learning the banjo. He left a rock group 
called “Ruins” which played the college 
campuses and now plans to form his 
own bluegrass band. 

The Right of Way Division is well rep- 
resented on the music scene. John 
Maruzwsky, a senior negotiator, plays 
banjo and guitar in the Poconos while 
Gary Specht, a title searcher, is a folk 
guitarist at clubs along the beach. Gil 
Toth, a title examiner, plays trombone 
with the Trenton and Delaware Valley 
Symphonies and serves on the Ex- 
ecutive Board of the Musicians Union. 

Jim Slaughter, management program 
analyst (Planning and Research), sang 
classical baroque and twentieth century 
music with the Pittsburgh Camerata 
while in graduate school, but now per- 
forms on the guitar in small clubs. 

Three drummers responded to the 
Transporter survey: James Gallow, 
maintenance worker | (Elmer Yard East), 
toured the East Coast with the group, 
“The First Movement.” He now hopes to 
gain acceptance as a lyricist. Michael 
Law, building management technician 
(Central Services), appears with the Len- 
ny Moore Trio in the Fort Dix area while 


Wilbur Dixon, Jr., senior engineer (De- 
sign) plays for “Central Heating” which is 
based in Plainfield. 

Bernie DiGiovacchino, principal engi- 
neering aide, is a trumpet player and 
advocates forming a DOT Band. “We 
could play at lunch or at dedication cere- 
monies,” he suggests. 

Still other DOTers spend their spare 
time at a keyboard. Forris Payne, high- 
way marker, Region IIl (Maintenance), 
performs with his own “The Brother and 
Sister Act,” while Leon Salter, Planner 
(Environmental Analysis), appears with 
the Kenny Barron Trio, a jazz group. 

Jeanne Smith, secretarial assistant to 
the Director of Planning and Research, 
plays with “Country Union” and Carol E. 
Sterling, principal clerk steno (Com- 
prehensive Transportation Planning), is 
employed as an organist and choir direc- 
tor with the First United Presbyterian 
Church, Bordentown. 

Frank J. Zuczek, Accounting II (Cost 
Accounting) plays violin, sax and clar- 
inet. He got his start with the Army Band 
in WWII playing at the famous Hollywood 
Canteen. After the war he formed his 
own band specializing in Polish-Ameri- 
can music. 

Most of the employees interviewed in- 
dicated that music was just a sideline. 
But a few still dream of recording con- 
tracts and big name bands. Al Smith, 
principal personnel assistant and alto 
sax player, muses about what might 
have been. He was appearing with the 
group “Instant Funk” along with former 
Fernwood stock clerk, Dennis Rich- 
ardson. Shortly after Al left the group for 
the security of DOT employment, the 
group scored a big disco record hit. Al 
consoles himself with the thought that 
disco is just a passing fad. 


Always in season 


Unlike New Jersey tomatoes, protec- 
tive highway driving procedures are in 
season all year. When driving try to re- 
member such highway pointers as: 

¢ Planning a trip by checking en- 
trances and exits: This avoids last 
minute confusion. 

e¢ Enter a highway by maintaining an 
even speed in the acceleration lane. This 
helps one merge smoothly with the flow 
of traffic. 

¢ Follow vehicles at a safe distance. 

¢ Keep alert to traffic conditions both 
ahead and behind you. 

¢ When switching lanes, use turn sig- 
nals. Wait to cut back into the other lane 
until well past the other vehicle. 

e When approaching toll plazas de- 
cide which lane you want. Avoid abrupt 
lane changes. 

e Avoid driving fatigue by changing 
speed levels, taking rest stops and cof- 
fee breaks, chewing gum, listening to the 
radio and singing. 

Remember—vigilant driving saves 
time and prevents accidents! 
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